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Decades earlier, in Austria, Bartholoméaus Giran-

na, rests a national treasure, shared freely wit
the public, known as The Eddie Basha Collection
With more than 3000 pieces of art, it is consid-
ered the largest privately owned collection of con-
temporary Western art in the country. It includes
a surprising number of original paintings from
which some of the most popular Western prints in
America were made. And it contains many excep-
tional watercolors, pastels, charcoal drawings, pen
& inks, and other original works on paper.

Eddie’s Aunt Zelma is credited with sparking his
passion for collecting. In appreciation, the gallery
that houses his collection is named the Zelma
Basha Salmeri Gallery. According to the gallery
brochure, Eddie graduated with a degree in his-
tory from Stanford University and after joining
the family business was encouraged by Zelma to
develop a hobby that supported the arts. “Com-

The Beeman Girandoni. Note the buttstock
doubles as the air chamber.

(below) Tom Lovell,“Captain Clark and the Air Gun,” Study, 1991, Pencil and Charcoal on paper, 24" x 38"
Courtesy of the Eddie Basha Collection
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